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RECREATIONAL BOATERS OF CALIFORNIA
Overview of Key Issues — August 8, 2007

Vessel Registration Fees

RBOC is working to obtain revisions to AB 112 [Nunéz], legislation proposing io increass
state boat registration fees from 320 to 340 every two years until 2018 to prowvide funding
toward research and developrment of aternatve fuels.

RBOC is working to reduce the amount of the propesed ncrease, reduce the duration of
the fee increase, include provisions ensuring that one of the appropriate expendiures of
the funds is the development of atemative fuels and’or technologies for vesss! engines,
and include provisiens for the paricipation of @ boater representatve on the advisory
committes.
Fosiion — Jpposs unfess amended fo 5ddress these issues.
Status: Assembly Third Reading

Federal Legislation Continuing Boater Discharge Permit Exemption

RBOC is supporting. in concert with national boater advocates Boatl 5., the passage of
H.R. 2530 to would allow boat operatiens without new federal regulations and pemmit
requirements intended for cormmercial ships with ballast water tanks.
Fosiion — Support
Siatus: introduced

EPA Proposed Vessel Permit Regulations

RBOC is adeocating, in concent with national boater advocates Boatll 5. that the EPA not
pursue regulaticns that would require all recreational boaters to obtan a pemit, either from
the federal govemnment or the state, to operate ther boats. The unprecedentsd scope of
this new permnitiing program would impose severe practical and financial hardships on
millicns of recreational boaters.

Experience at the national level and here in Cafomia demonsirate that there have been
numerous other successhul endeaviors to address and reduce boster-related environments

discharges and to contrel invasive species. Many of these are likely 1o be more effective
and efficient than MPDES pearmits.

Position — Support aitemaiive fo 2 new permil.
Status: Public Comment Penod Closed Augus! £

State Budget & Boater Fees and Taxes

RBOC supparts the Governor's proposed 377 million budget for the state boating
departrment [DEW] and is urging that the proposed budget for the siate parks depariment
[CPR] be revised to return 327 milion in boater fuel tax dellars to CBW o finance crtica

infrastructure needs. the proposed vessel operator certification program, and local boating
law enforcement.

RBOC supports the provisions within the budget trailer bill (5B 78, Ducheny] that would
state the intent of the Legslature that DPR pricritze funds appropriated to the deparment
frorm the Harbors and Watercraft Revclving Fund and the Motor Wehicle Fuel Account,
Transportation Tax Fund, for beating-related activities that include, but are not fmited to,
majcr and minor capital outlay projects, boating trails, boating trail grants, boating trails
access facilities. beach enosion grants. and state park boating faciliies cperations and
maintenance costs.

Pasifion — suppart propossd hudget for DEW,

support 58 78 budger frailer bill, urge revision fo proposed budge!
for DPFR fo refum 27 millon o boaters.

Sratus: Senafe Concurrence

Vessel Operator Certification

AB 1458 [Dwwall] - this RBOC-sponsored legisiation would phase-in a requiremsnt that
each operater of a motorized recreational vessel pass a state-approved test, obtan a
lifetime cenificate issued by DEW, and have that certifizate upen themn while coerating.

With the legislation moving forward, issues have anisen with regard to the struchure, costs,
parameters and impact of the proposed new program that would affect millions of boaters.

-Contined
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